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NOTES FOR CAPTAINS 2025/26 #5

PLAYERS PLAYING UP OR DOWN A GRADE

Where you have players playing in a grade other than in which they are registered you are required to notify the Competition Manager prior to the start of a round.

To be eligible to play down, players must be pre-approved by the Competition Manager prior to the notification of intention to play down. See By Law 3.3. Extract below

Failure to notify the Competition Manager may result in penalties being applied.

Email for Allan Lofthouse: compmanager@sutherlandshireca.com.au


MICHAEL MOONEY 
SECRETARY
5 September 2025
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3.3 | Player movement between grades or associations
[bookmark: _Hlk140854502]3.3.1	A player must not play in a grade lower than that in which they are registered, unless they have received prior approval from the Executive Committee.
To receive approval:
(1)	Clubs are to provide a list of players for approval to play in grades lower than which they have been graded by September 1st each year.
(2)	The SSCA Management Committee will consider all requests and have regard to any possible unfair impact of each player playing in a lower grade.
(3)	Where Clubs require players to play in a grade lower than which they have been graded in the final three (3) rounds of competition (whether or not prior approval has been granted) will need to obtain approval from the SSCA Management Committee for those matches.
(4)	The SSCA Competition Manager will advise Clubs when players have been approved.
When Approved by The Executive Committee a player may play in a grade lower than that in which they are registered for no more than four (4) matches.
Restrictions:
· Players can only play no more than 2 grades lower than their original grading i.e. A1 player approved to play down could play as low as B1
· Semi Finals and Finals are excluded from playing down provisions i.e. players cannot play down in a Semi or Final 
3.3.2	A player who participates in more than four (4) matches in a grade higher than that in which they are registered, will automatically be considered to have been re-graded in the grade in which they played the fifth match. 
3.3.3	Where two teams from the same club are in the same grade, players may not interchange between the two teams, unless they have received prior approval from the Executive Committee.
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